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Jewel 1n the crown

Sarah Reeve discovers a treasure trove of gems on Croatia’s romantic Istrian peninsula

lessed with a warm, sunny climate and

unspoilt landscape, Croatia is fast
becoming a destination hotspot for UK
travellers. Coined, ‘the Mediterranean as it
once was’, the country is rich in authentic
character and charm. With romance on the
radar, the beautiful Istrian peninsula is a
honeymooner’s dream — a region of
contrasts from the blue of the crystal-clear
Adriatic Sea to the lush green countryside.

A COASTAL PEARL
After a hassle-free two-hour flight, | arrived
from London Stansted at Pula Airport en
route for the picturesque town of Rovinj, my
base for the next five days. This romantic
hideaway is bursting with culture, history and
natural beauty, as well as gastronomic
delights and friendly locals too.

| stayed at the Lone Hotel, Croatia’s first
design hotel and a real gem. Set by the sea
surrounded by the centuries-old Golden
Cape forest park, it has everything and
more to offer newlyweds. From fine-dining

restaurants, bars, entertainment, wellness
centre and spa to sunbathing terraces,
tennis courts, new outdoor pools and nearby
Lone Bay — you don’t have to stray far for
honeymoon bliss.

OUT AND ABOUT

With everything on hand at the hotel, you
may not want to budge from the five-star
luxury, but the beating heart of picturesque
Rovinj is well worth the short 10-minute
walk. The fascinating old town, with its
labyrinth of cobbled streets has to be
explored on foot, so don't forget to pack
some comfy flats. It's long been a magnet
for artists, with the renowned Grisia Street
boasting a wealth of galleries, craft and
artists” workshops to browse. The long-
established Grisia art event is held here on
the second Sunday in August every year. But
be prepared for the winding, narrow streets
to be rammed with visitors in peak season.
To avoid the crowds and soaring summer
temperatures, it's best to visit in late April
and May or from early autumn. However,

with a myriad of bars and welcoming
taverns, there’s plenty of opportunity to chill
out and enjoy a reviving drink or just sit and

watch the world go by.
FROM BLUE TO GREEN

For the more energetic, why not experience
the scenic coastline for yourself and take a
boat ride around the archipelago of 22
islands? There are a number of excursions
available from a pirate cruise with fish
picnic, underwater sightseeing or romantic
night trips — check out the boat information
points on the town shore.

To venture further afield and soak up the
full flavour of the region you can hire a car
or bike. With a host of scenic routes and
trails, you can discover the wine areas of
Istria, follow the olive oil routes or trace the
rocky coastline, fringed with white stone
beaches, secluded coves and flat rocks
— perfect for sunbathing.
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